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Readings for Week of Sept. 9, 2007 to Sept. 16, 200 7

SUNDAY: Wis 9:13-18; Phil:9-10,12-17; Lk 14: 25-33
MONDAY: Col 1: 24—2: 3; Lk 6: 6-11
TUESDAY: Col 2: 6-15; Lk 6: 12-19

WEDNESDAY: Col 3: 1-11; Lk 6: 20-26

THURSDAY: Col 3: 12-17; Lk 6: 27-38

FRIDAY: Nm 21: 4-9; Phil 2: 6-11; Jn 3: 13-17
SATURDAY: 1Tm 1:15-17; Jn 19: 25-27

SUNDAY: Ex 32:7-11,13-14; 1Tm 1:12-17; Lk 15:1-32

SEPTEMBER 9, SUNDAY

8:30 a.m. Brittany Reyes — Elsa Irby
10:30 a.m. Fela Garza — Alice Baottiglieri
12:30 p.m. Guadalupe Valdez — Diane Pena
7:00 p.m. People of the Parish

SEPTEMBER 10, MONDAY
8:15 a.m. Stephen Perez — Jimenez Family

SEPTEMBER 11, TUESDAY
8:15 a.m. Juan Rangel — Rangel Family

SEPTEMBER 12, WEDNESDAY
8:15a.m. Olga Zenner — Zenner Family

SEPTEMBER 13, THURSDAY
8:15a.m. COMMUNION SERVICE

SEPTEMBER 14, FRIDAY
8:15 a.m. Manuel Flores — Mildred Saldana

SEPTEMBER 15, SATURDAY
5:00 p.m. Gloria Albarran — Carlos Albarran

SEPTEMBER 16, SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. Maria Cristalina Fernandes —
Jeremias & Clarissa Fernandes

10:30 a.m.  Ascencion Silva — David & Clara
Coble
12:30 p.m. Elida Martinez — Joe & Mary Martinez
7:00 p.m. People of the Parish

SEPTEMBER 9, SUNDAY
Health Screening Sign-up  Outside After morning Masses
Baptisms Church 2:00 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 10, MONDAY
Adoration/Blessed Sacrament Chapel

9am.to9p.m.

Spanish Bible Study Rm 106 10:00 a.m.
Charismatic Prayer Grp Port1&2 6:45 p.m.
Discovery Bible Study Rm 106 7:00 p.m.
Divine Mercy Prayer Grp  Rm 101-102 7:00 p.m.
Baptism Class Hall 7:00 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 11, TUESDAY
Adoration/Blessed Sacrament Chapel

9am.to9p.m.

KDO Hall/Clsrms 9 am — 2:30 pm
Spanish Prayer Grp House 1:30 p.m.
9/11 PRAYER SERVICE  Church 6:30 p.m.
Rosary Prayer Grp Wkrm 7:00 p.m.
Youth Group Port1&2 7:00 p.m.
Boy Scouts Port3& 4 7:00 p.m.
Rosary Guild Rm 104 7:00 p.m.
Guadalupanos Mtg Rm 101-102 7:00 p.m.
KC Officers Mtg Rm 106 7:00 p.m.
Parent Orientation Hall 7:00 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 12, WEDNESDAY

Adoration/Blessed Sacrament Chapel 9a.m.to9p.m.
RCIA Hall/Clsrms  7:00 p.m
Choir (12:30) Wkrm 7:30 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 13, THURSDAY

Adoration/Blessed Sacrament Chapel 9a.m.to9p.m.
KDO Hall/Clsrms 9 am — 2:30 pm
Faith Sharing Grp House 10:00 a.m.
Singles Grp Port 3 6:30 p.m.
Spanish Bible Study Port 2 7:00 p.m.
Columbian Squires Port 1 7:00 p.m.
KC Admissions Comm Rm 106 7:00 p.m.
Cub Scouts Various 7:00 p.m.
SEPTEMBER 14, FRIDAY

Adoration/Blessed Sacrament Chapel 9a.m.to9p.m.

SEPTEMBER 15, SATURDAY

RE Classes Hall/Clsrms  4:30 p.m.
SEPTEMBER 16, SUNDAY

RE Classes

Baptisms Church 2:00 p.m.
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Parent Orientation Session. All sessions begin at
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 7:00 p.m. in the parish hall . Dates of these
sessions are:

The first weekend of Religious Formation

classes for all grade levels will be Family Last Name Date of Session
A-F Tuesday, Sept. 11
September 15/16, 2007. G-O Tuesday, Sept. 18
P-Z Tuesday, Sept. 25
What is a Catechist?
A Catechistis: someone who has the
desire to share his or her faith with others.
A Catechist is: someone who knows what it is to
be a Catholic and has that "lived
experience."
A Catechist is: someone who is patient and who Dear Women of Prince of Peace
relates well to others, especially
those they will be catechizing. You are invited to attend the next Prince of Peace
WOMEN’'S ACTS RETREAT the weekend of
A Catechist is: someone who has learned from his October 4-7, 2007. This retreat will be held at the
or her life experience and will historic Moye Center in Castroville. This weekend

for women is spent with a team of women who
face the same difficulties as you living in today’s
world. The Lord provides us with all we need; we
only need to learn how to listen. For more

A Catechistis: sgmeone Who IS eager to grow in information you may call the parish office at 681-
his or her faith through knowledge, 8330 ext 13.

reflection, and service.

continue to do so in a serious
way in the formation process.

If you are interested in
becoming a catechist or table
leader in our parish Religious
Education Program or RCIA
Process, please contact the Religious Education ATTENTION CATECHISTS!
office at 681-5063 and speak to either Diana or

You are invited to come and join other
Verneanne.

Catechists as we study Sacred

Scripture and share companionship on

the first Tuesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. in

“Catechesis — Encountering the Living Christ” room 106. Support, encouragement and teaching

is the theme for this year's Faith Formation and ideas are also shared. For more information, call
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults Programs. Karen McElwain.

Parents of Children enrolling in Religious
Education Sessions must attend a MANDATORY
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Dear Men of Prince of Peace

You are invited to attend the next Prince of Peace
MEN'S ACTS RETREAT the weekend of October
25-28, 2007. This retreat will be held at the historic
Moye Center in Castroville. This weekend for men
is spent with a team of men who face the same
difficulties as you living in today’s world. The Lord
provides us with all we need; we only need to learn
how to listen. For more information you may call
the parish office at 681-8330, ext 13.

FAITH SHARING
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Radical Discipleship

INVITATION TO PRAY

Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more
deeply into the presence of God.

Song: "You Are Mine," David Haas, Who Calls You
by Name, GIA or an alternative

Proclaim the Gospel of Luke 14: 25-33
Sayings on Discipleship

As you listen to the gospel be attentive to a word, a
phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that
emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud.
(The other readings for this Sunday are Wisdom 9:
13-18; Psalm 90; and Philemon: 9-10, 12-17.)

INVITATION TO REFLECT

Today's Gospel serves as just one more wake-up
call in a series of such calls we have heard these
past weeks. Jesus insists that the command to
follow in his steps and to carry one's cross is a
lifetime endeavor and requires diligence. The
phrase "hating" one's father and mother seems
harsh to us, yet the original translation of this text
used that exact wording. Matthew's gospel softened
it considerably by rewording it: "whoever loves
father or mother more than me..." (Matt. 10:37).
Luke prefers to stay with the more severe original.
He does not want his point to be missed. Disciples
must avoid over-attachment to possessions and
relationships. Nothing is to get in the way of one's
relationship with God or with the mission of Christ.
Absolutely nothing, absolutely no one.

Christians were experiencing serious persecution.
Their Christian affiliation was beginning to cause
trouble even on the home front. Jesus is exhorting
his disciples to stand firm in the face of persecution,
to accept the cross even when it reaches into the
home environment.

In the ancient world, loyalty to the family was
paramount. People seldom left the family system.
Families were extremely controlling and dictated
behavior. It would be difficult to resist the pressures
of family dominance. Radical discipleship insists that
followers of Christ let go of the security of their
family ties. Jesus was well aware of that dynamic,
but insisted that such control constituted excessive
attachment. Disciples cannot afford over-
attachment to anything. Their lives must now be
directed toward their new family - the family of God.
Christianity is costly; it may even cost a people their
primary relationships. No one ever suggested that
carrying the cross would be easy. It requires tough
choices. But the rewards are eternal.

INVITATION TO GROUP SHARING

1 How do | find a balance between the need for
strong family ties and support, and the need for
me to be able to stand on Christian convictions?
Give examples.

2. In what ways can we strengthen the Catholic
fiber of our families?

3.Is there an area of my life that Jesus is
speaking to when he insists that disciples must
avoid excessive attachments to relationships?

4. In what concrete way does this gospel invite
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me to carry the cross?
5. What might we do to direct our lives, in a more
focused way, to the family of God?

INVITATION TO ACT

Determine a specific action (individual or group) that
flows from your sharing. These should be your
primary considerations .The following are secondary
suggestions:

1. Take serious prayer time this week to examine
specifically all your relationships. Is God really
the center of your life, your relationships? Make
a list of ways God is at the center of your life and
the areas where possessions and relationships
take center stage.

2. Take time to assess your group and its primary
focus. Is God still the center of your gathering:
Does your group spend enough time in prayer?

3. One way we can place God first is to reach out to
another person or persons in need. Find
someone this week who needs your attention
and spend some time with him or her. Perhaps
you might go to a nursing home and visit
someone who has no family or visitors.

CLOSING INVITATION TO PRAY

Give thanks to God (aloud or silently) for new
insights, for desires awakened, for directions
clarified, for the gift of one another's openness and
sensitivity. Conclude with the following prayer:

God of the living, all the earth bows down before
you. All creation groans in praise of you. You alone
are the Lord of lords. You alone are the God of all
creation. You invite all human beings into deep and
personal relationship. You insist that we shall have
no other gods before you. Help us as we seek to
place you first in our lives. Send your Spirit to
strengthen us as we strive to embrace the cross,
and fill us with the wisdom we need to resist the
attachments of this world. Alone we can do nothing,
with God all things are possible. We ask this prayer
through the power of Jesus' name. Amen.

(Adapted from PRAYERTIME, Cycle C: Faith-Sharing  Reflections on the
Sunday Gospels, Robert Heyer, editor. Copyright © 2001 by RENEW
International.)

A THOUGHT FOR TODAY

23" Sunday in Ordinary Time

The readings today are taken from Wisdom 9:13-
18; Psalm 90; Philemon 9-10, 12-17; Luke 14:25-33.

In today's Gospel Jesus warns us that we are not
allowed to cling to anything, or anyone for that
matter, as if that thing or that person had the power
to save us. If something or someone is interfering
with our love of God and others, we have to have
the willingness to put it aside.

The great architect, Frank Lloyd Wright said that,
"Many wealthy people are little more than janitors of
their possessions.” At times our possessions seem
to hire us to take care of them.

The basic problem with attachment is that it
blinds us to other realities in life. It narrows the way
we see others, ourselves, the natural world, and
many human situations. This blindness is the cause
of much of the evil in our world.

We begin to see people in terms of how useful
they are to our society or ourselves. If we can't find
some immediate use for people or if they
inconvenience us, we abort them in the womb, put
them in institutions so we won't have to deal with
them, or cut short their lives in their final years. This
attachment to material things also cheapens the
way we see ourselves. We come to the false
conclusion that we are valuable if we have
valuables. We treat the rich with unbalanced idol
worship, while ignoring the poor or uneducated
among us. All of this is deadly stuff.

There's no doubt that most of us will be
struggling with attachment and detachment for all of
our lives. | hope we don't let this be a source of
discouragement. We need to keep aware of how we
are relating to things and people and nature. Jesus
calls us to freedom - freedom to love our world, to
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love people, to love nature. And most of all, freedom
from being possessed by anything other than love.

ATTENTION... Are you 40 years of age or older?
Do you smoke? Do you have high blood pressure,
diabetes, or high cholesterol? Are you overweight?
Do you have a family history of stroke, heart
disease or aneurysm? If you can answer yes to
one or more of these questions, then this
information is for you.

Prince of Peace will host a vascular
ultrasound screening event in the parish hall on
Monday, September 24th and Friday, September
28th. Pre-registration for this event is necessary.
Registration will take place after all Masses this
weekend and you may contact Steve Soto at 1-800-
931-4772.

SPECIAL PRAYER SERVICE —
THIS TUESDAY 9/11
Memorializing Nine Eleven

9/11 Keeping Faith, K eeping Freedom

This year 9/11 occurs on a
Tuesday, the same date as
the tragic events that took
2,996 innocent lives and
brought a nation together
like never before in recent
history. At a  press
conference  on  August
28th, on the steps of San
Antonio's City Hall, co-
chairs Mayor Phil Hardberger and Rabbi Aryeh
Scheinberg, of Congregation Rodfei Sholom, along
with Bishop Patrick Zurek of the Archdiocese of San
Antonio, Rev. Buckner Fanning of Buckner Fanning
Ministries, and Jeanne Goodlin of the San Antonio
Community of Churches invited people of faiths to
participate in this first of its kind observance called,
"9/11 Keeping Faith, Keeping Freedom". The
purpose of the event is to prayerfully:

9/11

KEEPEYNG FATTH
KEEPANG FREEDOM

Memorialize the victims of 9/11

Strengthen America'’s faith in a God of love,
justice and mercy

Affirm the sanctity of life

Celebrate freedom

It has been suggested that all churches and
synagogues and mosques conduct the service this
Tuesday at 6:30 PM. Therefore, Prince of Peace
will have our Service at 6:30 PM thi s Tuesday.
All are encouraged to attend.

PEW SAVERS - WHAT ARE THEY?

They aren’t exactly new at Prince of Peace, but they
seem to cause some confusion. They are the
white, green and blue pieces of cloth that are
placed over the pews during the weekend
Masses, especially during the school year . They
are used to save space for a child or Eucharistic
Minister. The children have their own “Liturgy of the
Word,” as part of their Religious Education Program.
After the homily, the children come from the parish
hall to join their families for the Liturgy of the
Eucharist. Please respect these “Pew Savers” and
leave room for the children and the Eucharistic
Ministers.

THE CHARISMATIC

PRAYER GROUP
invites everyone to join us for
prayer, praise and powerful testimony to God's
greatness and love. The theme for September is
"Building Up the Church with Charismatic Gifts."
These meetings will take place on Mondays at 6:45
p.m. in Portable rooms 1 & 2.

Sept. 10 Clothed with Power from on High
Encourager: Dr. Bob Rice

Bring your Bible and a grateful heart to these talks.
Babysitting is available. For more information, call
Nellie Flores.
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The Kids' Day Out

Program has only

a few openings

left for the 2007-

2008 school year.
KDO is on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
September through May for pre-school children

ages 18 months to 4 year olds. Please call Leticia

or Colette in the Religious Education office at 681-
5063, ext. 19 for more information.

‘FRIENDS THROUGH CHRIST”
Youth Ministry

All Middle and High School Youth are invited

The Sanctuary and two Adoration Candles may be
sponsored for the deceased or for a special
intention which will be printed in the church bulletin
every week. An offering of $10 is requested for
one week. Please come by the parish office
during working hours to make arrangements.

Parish Book of Intercessions

We have a Parish Book of Intercessions located
on the Oblation Table at the entrance of the
Church. You may write in the names of those who
are sick. This book will be brought forward during
the Presentation of Gifts to be placed by the Altar.

to join the Youth Ministry. Come to any Tuesday
night meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the portable
buildings # 1 & 2 and join in the fun.

MEN'S PRAYER GROUP

All men are invited for fellowship and

Bible Study on Saturday mornings at

7:30 am. at the La Mexicana

Restaurant on the corner of Tezel

Road and Silent Oaks, next to Billy Bob's Beds.
For more information, please contact Tim
McCarthy or Gilbert Montemayor.

CATHOLIC WOMEN'S CONFERENCE

Catholic Women learn more about your dignity and
vocation as a woman and a daughter of God.
Come to this uniqgue Conference on September
21-22, 2007 at St. George Maronite Center in San
Antonio. Contact the Pilgrim Center of Hope at
210-521-3377 or pick up a brochure in the parish

This week we especially pray for:

Marlena Acorta

Pat Barnas

Robert Burch
Eduardo Garcia
Maricela Garcia
Hinio Gonzales
Roman A. Gonzalez
Stella Hildebrand
Deacon Eddie Limas
Carmel McLaughlin
Julie G. Medrano
Nancy Mutchler
Nelly Peroni

Ernest Quiroz
Bonnie Romo
Ernest G. Saldivar
Erik Salemke

Louis Torres, Jr.
Ana Valadez

Tom Zenner

George Barnas
Carmen Bowman
Hope Fernandez
Lucy Garcia
Matthew Aiden Garcia
Ray Gonzalez, Jr.
Ruben Hildebrand
Vi Keach

Tristan Albert Martell
Edward McLaughlin
Michael G. Medrano
Everett Peroni
Jonathan Ponce
Lucy Rodriguez
Yolanda Salas
Robert Salinas
Herbert Schwencke
Ginger Truan
Richard Wood
Antonio Zepeda

office.

Sanctuary and Adoration Candles
Week of Sept. 10th to Sept. 14th

For the Health of
Dcn Art Marin

Manuel & Lucy
Rodriguez

In Loving Memory of His Aunt & Uncle

James Rodney Hawkins

For the Health of
Ernest G. Saldivar

Manuel & Lucy
Rodriguez

Names will appear in the bulletin for one month.

SOCIAL CONCERNS

THE ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY OFFICE is
open to assist those who live within our parish
boundaries with a bag of food on MONDAYS from
9 to 11 am. They will also be open on
Wednesdays and Fridays at the Rock House
from 9 to 11 a.m. for those in financial need who
live within our parish boundaries and to refer
anyone else who needs assistance to the proper
agency who can help them. If you are in need of
assistance, please come visit or call 521-9882.
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THE ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

is in urgent need of paper bags to

package the food items for their clients.

These bags may be dropped off in the
bins on the back porch of the rock house or in the
parish office. Thank you.

PASTORAL CARE

‘Is There Anyone Among You Who is Sick?”
(James 5:14)

If you know of anyone who is sick and/or
homebound and would like the Eucharist brought
to them, please call the parish office at 681-8330.

PRINCE OF PEACE CATHOLIC CHURCH

Would you like to learn more about the Catholic
Faith and seek instruction/guidance through
ALPHA/RCIA? The ALPHA/RCIA classes began
on September 5, 2007. It is not too late to join.

If you are interested, please fill out the following
information and turn it in to the church office.

I am:

(__) ANON CATHOLIC and never been baptized.

(__) ANON CATHOLIC and interested in
becoming a Catholic.

(_) A BAPTIZED CATHOLIC who has never
prepared for Reconciliation, First
Communion, or Confirmation.

(_) A CATHOLIC who would like an update on
the Catholic Faith.

(_) A CATHOLIC IN A CIVIL MARRIAGE/or one
not recognized by the Catholic Church and
would like to have the marriage blessed by
the Catholic Church.

Name:

Phone: (H) (W)

Address:




